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Lions’ Den Newsletter 

 

WELCOME TO THE LIONS DEN! 

The 2019/2020 season has officially started and things 

are off to an exciting start. We have already hosted 

three friendlies and the league games are well 

underway. We hope you enjoy the October edition 

of this newsletter.

NEW SPONSORSHIPS: 
• Silver Corporate-

Happy Trunks

• Silver Corporate-

Vasayo

• Bronze Corporate-

Sports Clips

FUNDRAISING: 

• RTIC 30oz cups

• Club T-shirts and hats

now available for pre-

order

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• 9/30 & 10/1

Pummarola fundraiser

event

• 10/20 -Breast Cancer

Awareness Month

Pink Lemonade Stand

at Coral Reef Park

 A heartfelt thank you goes out to the Manzo 

family and Pummarola for hosting a 2-night 

fundraiser to benefit the Bay Lions FSC! Visit 

this amazing restaurant at 8888 SW 136th 

street in the Falls Shopping Center. 
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2019 MEET & GREET 
We kicked off the year with our annual Meet & 

Greet which has become a tradition with the 

Bay Lions FSC. Everyone gathered at 

Matheson Hammock Park for a great morning 

filled with good food, great conversation, and 

of course plenty of soccer! It was also a 

perfect time to introduce and thank our 

amazing Diamond Sponsors, UAIC and 

Dadeland Oral Surgery Associates.  

U9 – Coach Tomas U10 – Coach Simon U11 – Coach Simon 
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NEW SPONSORSHIPS: 

We are so excited to welcome our two new Silver Sponsors to the Bay Lions Florida Soccer Club 

family, Happy Trunks and Vasayo.  

Happy Trunks is a social impact e-commerce retail brand that sells comfy apparel to help save 

elephants. Happy Trunks premium Harem Pants are made in the same city that elephants are 

born and raised in - Chiang Mai, Thailand. They are all handmade in this magical land by local 

seamstresses in a relaxed and peaceful environment. This type of atmosphere allows their 

creative minds to craft these beautiful styles that we are so proud to offer! Thank you Nico 

(Toto U11) for your support!  

Vasayo mission is to deliver solutions to health-conscious consumers who demand superior 

quality and delivery of key ingredients for optimal product performance. Utilizing the latest 

technology. Vasayo addresses common problems with extraordinary solutions. Thank you 

Selena (Andrew U11/Jacob U10) for your support! 

We’d also like to welcome our newest Bronze sponsor, Sports Clips. 

SportClips Haircuts of Colonial Palms Plaza is locally owned and managed. It is like no other 

place you’ve ever gotten your hair cut. Sports everywhere. TVs everywhere - playing sports. 

And stylists who know how to give you the cut you want, and the cut you need. You don’t 

ever need an appointment. Just stop by if you are near Colonial Palms Plaza. And you’ll walk 

out feeling like an MVP. Guaranteed. It is so exciting to have the support of a local business, 

right here in our own backyard. Please visit Sports Clips at 13611 S. Dixie Hwy Palmetto Bay in 

the Colonial Palms Plaza for a great haircut experience! Make sure to mention you are from 

the Bay Lions FSC family. 
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We encourage our Bay Lions FSC families and friends to share our sponsorship options with 

local businesses. A power point packet is available if you would like materials. Please request 

them from Donna (Dalton U11/Dillon U10) or Irina (Matt U10). 

Fundraising: 

Our first RTIC fundraiser was a huge hit! We sold out our first case but have placed one more 

order so please let us know if you still need one. This will be the last case of tumblers for the 

2019/2020 season. Remember not to wash your tumbler in the dishwasher or soak it for 

extended periods as this can damage the logo. Get yours now for $30.00. Have it personalized 

with your child’s number for an additional $3.00. Please message Donna if you are interested 

(Dalton U11/Dillon U10). 

We are now taking orders for our team t-shirts and hats! Let everyone know you stand with the 

Bay Lions FSC by proudly wearing your new gear to the games. We have various sizes and 

styles. Please message Donna or Christy if you would like to place an order. We will not be 

placing a second order this season so do not miss out on this opportunity! 

Roaring Birthdays:  

October November 

Jayden U10-Oct. 1 st

Jeffrey U11-Oct. 15 th 

Neil U9-Oct. 28 th 

Dil lon U10-Oct. 29 th 

Assistant Coach Sam- Nov 2nd 

Coach Simon-Nov16 th

Matt U10-Nov 25 th

Daniel U11-Nov 23rd
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Hey there Bay Lions! 

On this second edition of our newsletter, I want to take the time to reiterate our club’s

priorities. Coach T, Coach Sam, and I continuously teach our boys to prioritize the following

in this order – 1. Passion and enjoyment, 2. Development, 3. Winning. The way in which we

measure success is important when giving our boys feedback. I believe we are at our best

when we, both the parents and the coaching staff, are speaking the same language.

First and foremost, we want our boys to be happy human beings. We want them to want

to go to practices, games, team events, etc. We want them to develop an everlasting

passion with the sport, so then they can develop a genuine desire to improve. If we teach 

the kids that the most important thing in a match is to win, then they will develop an 

unhealthy obsession with the outcome of a match.

Don’t get us wrong – your coaching staff wants to teach and play a dominating brand of 

soccer. As coaches, we want to win every game that we are a part of. But we understand 

that to get the boys to where we want them to be, we need discipline, time, and patience.

Hey there Bay Lions! 

On this second edition of our newsletter, I want to 

take the time to reiterate our club’s priorities. 

Coach T, Coach Sam, and I continuously teach

our boys to prioritize the following in this order – 1. 

Passion and enjoyment, 2. Development, 3. 

Winning. The way in which we measure success is 

important when giving our boys feedback. I 

believe we are at our best when we, both the 

parents and the coaching staff, are speaking the 

same language.  

First and foremost, we want our boys to be happy 

human beings. We want them to want to go to 

practices, games, team events, etc. We want 

them to develop an everlasting passion with the 

sport, so then they can develop a genuine desire 

to improve. If we teach the kids that the most 

important thing in a match is to win, then they will 

develop an unhealthy obsession with the 

outcome of a match.  

Don’t get us wrong – your coaching staff wants 

to teach and play a dominating brand of soccer. 

As coaches, we want to win every game that we 

are a part of. But we understand that to get the 

boys to where we want them to be, we 

need discipline, time, and patience.  

Coach Simon 

Coaches’ Pitch :  
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Coaches’ Pitch 

All athletes run the risk of being injured, but it is pivotal to note that this occurrence could 

often be managed and/or avoided altogether. Whenever a player is in pain, or if they 

return from a practice/game complaining about a pain, it is crucial for them to disclose 

that information with Coach Simon and myself. As of late, a lot of the players have been 

quick to point out pain, but most of these pains seem to be muscular, and in low degree of 

severity. The one thing I recommend is to grab a pack of ice every night before bed, and 

placing it on the area of pain. This will not necessarily cure the injury itself, however, it will 

numb it and lower the inflammation so it is easier to identify whether or not there is a serious 

injury. All in all, it is crucial for there to be constant communication from the part of the 

parents and players to the coaches based on how they are feeling. This will allow us, the 

coaches, to act appropriately.  

As Coach Simon says, it is better to miss and sit out 3 days than to miss 3 months due to an 

injury. Our priority is always the physical and mental wellbeing of each player! 

Coach T 
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A friendly reminder that coaching fees are due each month by the 10th. 

Team liaisons are listed below. Please do not hesitate to reach out to them should you have 

questions or concerns. 

U11 team liaison: Ryan Lane 

U11 team liaison: Donna Maturo  

U10 team liaison: Sandra Brown 

U10 team liaison: Liz Hernandez 

U9 team liaison: Veronica Elias Prieto 

U9 team liaison: Elissa Diaz 

Kudos Corner: 

We’d like to send a huge thanks to Hart Baur at Miami Umbrellas who worked with us to create 

the beautiful new team tents. This is a locally run business with high quality products that extend 

beyond umbrellas and even include furniture. Please visit them at www.miamiumbrellas.com 

to take a look at all they have to offer.  

We are so excited that we have such devoted “soccer dads” like Nico (Toto U11) and Harry 

(Simon U11) who purchased a very fancy sideline camera which allows them to video tape 

the games and share the footage with the club. This is another tool that will allow our kids to 

view their performance on the field and use the feedback for continuous improvement.  It also 

does a great job of reminding the parents how we actually sound when we are 

“enthusiastically” cheering on our kids! Hint, you may want to step away from the camera 

folks!!! 

Another round of applause goes out to Brandee (Jayden U10) who brings our Bay Lions RTIC 

tumblers to life! 

If you’d like to volunteer in any aspect, please reach out to Donna (Dalton U11/Dillon U10) or 

Christy (Jacob U11). Parental involvement is at the heart of the club’s growth. Thank you for 

your support.  

http://www.miamiumbrellas.com/
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Giving Back: 

Thank you to everyone who brought in soccer gear for our friends in Columbia. We will 

announce another collection sometime in December but you are welcome to bring Simon 

soccer gear anytime your children outgrows theirs!  

The club will be establishing a Bay Lions FSC players scholarship fund. This will provide a 
player who may not have the means to cover all the fees to have the opportunity to play in 
a competitive setting despite the financial limitation their family may face. A portion of our 
fundraising profits will be set aside for this scholarship. If there are Bay Lions families or 
community members who may be interested in a private donation to this scholarship fund 
please speak directly to Coach Simon.

As part of our continued effort to give back to the community, this month we will 

be participating in activities that focus on the importance of Breast Cancer Awareness. In 

honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Simon’s better half, Priscilla Suzal-Wright 

will be spearheading our efforts as our Bay Lions Breast Cancer Ambassador. We will be 

hosting a pink lemonade stand at all three Bay Lions games on Sunday, October 20th at 

Coral Reef Park. We will be providing pink lemonade in exchange for monetary donations 

which will then be donated to a local breast cancer organization. We welcome all 

volunteers. Keep posted to the chat for more details as the month goes on.  

Each newsletter we will highlight a charity or organization that our families may be involved 

with. If you would like to show case one, please reach out to Donna.  


